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Leaders in medicine, education, and research

� e University of California owns and operates 

academic medical centers that are a�  liated with 

the Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, San Diego, and San 

Francisco campuses.  � e medical centers provide 

high quality patient care, train the next generation of 

healthcare professionals, and advance medical care 

through cutting edge research.  � e UC academic 

medical centers are a source of great innovation that 

has made American medicine the standard for the 

world.



Providing quality patient care
UC academic medical centers are the � � h largest healthcare delivery 

system in California.  � e medical centers are also the leading provider of 
certain specialty services and medical procedures, as well as one of the state�s 
largest providers of health-care to low-income, medically vulnerable patients.  
Annually, the UC academic medical centers provide patient care services 
valued at over $4 billion and perform services essential to the health and well-
being of the entire community.  A glimpse into the UC Health System reveals 
the following:  

� More than 34,000 employees provide high-tech care � including more 
than 3,900 nurses and 4,100 physicians.

� Eight acute care hospitals and two psychiatric hospitals house   
3,353 licensed beds.

� Quality care is delivered via 138,000 inpatient admissions, 3.6 million 
outpatient visits, and 261,000 emergency room visits. 

� Critical community-wide services, which are o� en unavailable 
elsewhere, are provided � including trauma, burn and cancer centers; 
high-risk obstetrics programs; neonatal intensive care units; cardiac 
care; and organ transplant programs.   

� Comprehensive emergency medical services are available. Four of the 
� ve UC academic medical centers operate trauma centers and UCSF 
sta� s the county hospital�s trauma center.  

UC academic medical centers are uniquely situated to provide specialty 
care and, as a result, they attract a complex and costly patient population. 
It is not surprising then that the Medicaid patients treated in UC academic 
medical centers have illnesses that are 50 percent more severe than the 
statewide average.  

While the mix of patients varies across the � ve academic medical centers, 
the UC health facilities are a critical component of California�s healthcare 
safety net; the medical centers are a major provider of hospital care to elderly, 
uninsured, and under-insured patients.  At the Davis, Irvine, and San Diego 
Medical Centers, over 37 percent of patients receive Medicaid or are medically 
indigent.  At all � ve medical centers, Medicare, Medicaid, and uninsured 

patients comprise nearly 58 percent 
of all patients.

UC Medical Center patients also 
re� ect California�s diverse population.  
� e abundance of ethnically diverse 
and o� en non-English-speaking 
patients drives the UC academic 
medical centers to ensure delivery 
of culturally appropriate care. � ese 
e� orts include attracting a diverse 
patient-care sta�  and creating 
innovative programs to address heath 
care disparities.

OUR MISSION

Community service underlies 
the three-part mission of the UC 
academic medical centers:
� Providing quality patient care
� Training highly skilled 

physicians and other health 
professionals

� Advancing medical care 
through research
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